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them with their children also reveal parent-child relat'fep-
ships, methods of discipline employed in the home, and atti-v"
tudes toward school. During the primary years, when par-
ents or older children frequently bring the little ones to
school, the teacher has more opportunity to co-operate with
parents in the development of the children than during the
later school years.
Use of Objective and Analytical Devices. — Among the im-
portant instruments for studying primary children are those
which measure the family background and developmental
history, mental ability, and achievement.
Among the most widely used measures of socio-economic
status is the Sims'3 score card. It is intended for use with
pupils of grades four to twelve inclusive. Each question,
such as "Have you a telephone in your home?" is carefully
explained to the pupils who then write the answer on their
blanks. To administer the scale requires about twenty to
twenty-five minutes. Its validity today is somewhat influ-
enced by changes that have occurred in the social significance
of the items since the scale was validated. Thus, to have a
telephone or a bathroom does not have the same social sig-
nificance today that it did ten or twenty years'ago.
A knowledge of the home is necessary in order that the
three to five hours a day which the child spends in school
may be used to best advantage. For example, a child from
a cultured home needs different experiences in school from
a child of foreign-born parents or one brought up in an
orphan asylum. If there is a summer roundup of children
entering school in the fall, the teacher at that time may find
opportunity to establish a friendly relationship with the
mother and to obtain information about the members of the
child's family, the social, economic, and cultural status of
the family, the past history of the child, and, most important
of all, the parents' attitude toward him. During the physical
examination further information about the child's present
condition may be obtained. Daily observation in the free
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